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The scope of our research

Laboratory 
Research

Clinical 
Investigation

Health
Services/

Population 
Science

Community
Oriented
Research

Biostatistics/
Computation

David Jang
Tony Davila

John Greenwood

Kit Delgado
Austin Kilaru

Nova Panebianco

Zack Meisel
Ari Friedman

Raina Merchant

Gina South
Ben Abella

Jeanmarie Perrone

Some examples of faculty in each domain – just as illustrations



Research activity: funding snapshot in context

Ranking of Emergency Medicine Departments:
Federal funding, 2022 (most recent available)

Our Department is #8 in the nation for NIH funding among EM Departments
Tabulation does not include other federal funding, of which we are major recipient



Domains of Research

Center for Emergency Care Policy and Research

Center for Resuscitation Science

Centers within the Department

Center for Healthcare Transformation and Innovation

Penn Injury Science Center

Nudge Unit 

Center for Addiction Medicine and Policy 

Center for Insights to Outcomes

Urban Health Lab

Zack Meisel

Ben Abella

Raina Merchant

Gina South

Kit Delgado

Anish Agarwal

Zack Meisel

Jeanmarie Perrone



Spans clinical and health services and
population science

Topics of interest:
Social media and emergency care
Patient narratives to guide health
Access and transitions of care
Drug and alcohol abuse
Economics of emergency care access

Examples of recent publications

Center for Emergency Care Policy and Research (CECPR) 

2021

2023 2023

Zachary Meisel, MD, MPH, MSHP
Director, CECPR



Spans from laboratory to community
oriented research

Topics of interest:
Ischemia-reperfusion injury
Post-arrest care and outcomes
Disparities in CPR training
Targeted temperature management

Examples of recent publications

Center for Resuscitation Science

Benjamin Abella MD
Director, CRS

20232023



Focus on community health and social
emergency medicine

Topics of interest:
Green space impacts on health outcomes
Social determinants of health
Community response to opioid epidemic

Examples of recent publications

Center for Healthcare Transformation and Innovation

Raina Merchant
Director, CHTI

2023 2023



Leverage research and action to dismantle 
structural racism and catalyze healthier, safer, 
and greener neighborhoods.

Topics of interest:
Urban Nature
Violence Prevention
Place-Based Interventions

Examples of recent publications

Urban Health Lab

Gina South MD, MS
Faculty Director, UHL

2023 2023



Focus on personal choices and their role
in healthy decision to avoid harm

Topics of interest:
Texting and driving
Health system management of opioids
Gun violence 

Examples of recent publications

Nudge Unit

Mucio K. Delgado, MD MS
Director, Nudge Unit

2023 2023



Focus on design thinking, technology, and 
data science to solve complex 

Topics of interest:
When/how care is delivered
Sustaining workforce well-being
Enabling automation and effort reduction

Examples of recent publications

Center for Insights to Outcomes

2024

Anish Agarwal, MD MPH MS
Deputy Director, I2O

2023



Performs equity-centered, action-oriented
research, training, and outreach to reduce 
injuries, violence, and their impact

Topics of interest:
Concussion & TBI
Equity & Policy
Road Traffic Injury
Opioid and Overdose

Examples of recent publications

Penn Injury Science Center

2023 2023

Zachary Meisel, MD, MPH, MSHP
Co-Director & Outreach Core Director, PISC



Works to improve evidence-based and stigma 
free care for patients with substance use disorder

Topics of interest:
Medications for OUD
Xylazine Withdrawal
Harm Reduction

Examples of recent publications

Center for Addiction Medicine and Policy

2023

Jeanmarie Perrone, MD
Director, CAMP

2023



Research program activities

Annual Research Day symposium

Research in Progress seminar series

Academic Associates program

Journal Club series



Annual Research Day symposium – April 19, 2023

One day symposium each Spring

Oral presentations and posters from 
ED family (faculty, residents, nurses, 
medical students)

Guest keynote speaker from national
Emergency medicine domain

Wonderful opportunity to showcase
Our work and share within the
Department and the Penn SOM
community

Next research day April 10, 2024!



Annual Research Day symposium 

Ula Hwang, MD, MPH
Professor of EM
Yale School of Medicine

Research Day activities include:

Guest speaker breakfast with 
residents – mentorship 
discussions, career advice, 
networking

Oral and poster science 
presentations from faculty, 
nurses, residents, fellows

Networking for our growing 
department: residents, nurses, 
faculty, staff

Prior Keynote Speakers

2024 Keynote Speaker

2022                                           2023

Bernard Chang, MD, PHD
Vice-Chair of Research 
Associate Professor of EM, 
Columbia University

Karin Verlaine Rhodes MD MS
Chief Implementation Officer, 
Office of the Director Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality



Research in Progress (RIP) seminar series

Wednesdays at noon – lunch provided

Informal presentations on research at any stage: prepping for proposals, 
early data, prepping for manuscript submissions

Great chance to get advice and feedback

Speakers from EM but also guest speakers with relevant collaborations:
Some of our guest speakers:

David Jang
Medical Toxicology

Catherine C. McDonald
Nursing & Injury Science

Emily Seeburger
Health Justice



Academic Associates (AA) program

Resource for clinical research screening
And enrollment in the ED

AAs are pre-health students
(mostly Penn post-bac program)

Program led by full time Research
Coordinator Natasha Balogh

All new projects are welcome – 
contact us if you want to start collecting
data for your project

Natasha Balogh
AAP Coordinator



Journal Club series

Collaboration between research and
residency domains of our department

For residents, fellows and faculty

Hosted at faculty homes – discussion
led by residents with faculty support

Dinner provided
Residency Leadership

Lauren Conlon
Program Director Residency Program Coordinator: 

Jim Cain (EMCOORDINATOR@pennmedicine.upenn.edu)

Michael Abboud
APD

Mira Mamtani
APD



Key people to help you with research within EM

Natasha Balogh
AA Program Coordinator

Libby Moore  
Grants Administrator

Fran Shofer
Director of Research 
Design & Biostatistics

Ben Abella
Vice Chair for Research

Zack Meisel
Director, CECPR

Eileen McDonnell
Research
administrative 
coordinator


